[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: June 14, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M in person at Marriott Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance in person: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Lisa Dawson, Lorain Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; Tony DiMenna, Hamilton, Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Andrew Smarra, Union Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr. and Ric Karr, Delaware Co.; Joe Fantozzi, Summit Co.; CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk, Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group and Sheila Fox.

Attendance via GoToMeeting (telephone):  Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.; Brad Cromes, Portage Co.; Sam Lamancusa, Trumbull Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Vickie Myers, Defiance Co.; Nancy Nix, Butler Co.; Bill Ogg, Scioto Co.; Mike Midgen, Summit, Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; John McManus, Montgomery Co.; Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Dan Yemma, Mahoning Co.; Lou Ann Wannamacher, Paulding Co., Doug Crew, Delaware Co.

Approval of Minutes:
[bookmark: _Hlk63767433]President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s April 12, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Elick made the motion. Second by Treasurer Brooks Sullivan. Motion passed unanimously. 

President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s at the Treasurer’s Spring Conference held on May 24, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Sargent made the motion. Second by Treasurer Althauser. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin) and Ms. Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia).

Kevin advised there was several new pieces of legislation for the LC to consider taking a position.  Kevin and Julia reported on the following bills: 

HB 93 (Address Confidentiality) -  The LC was advised at the spring conference of the concerns voiced by the Recorder’s Association.  The Recorder’s Association decided to monitor this, in that, once these start to come in they will be putting together issues and/or problems created with this new requirement and take them to the Secretary of State’s Office.  CTAO is encouraged to continue to communicate with other county elected officials as these requests come to offices and keep track of any problems.  

HB 377 (Local Fiscal Recovery) – Summaries have been sent out by Julia.  This bill became the vehicle for other last minute amendments as well which included $500 million for the initiative for the Appalachia Region and $20 million for Boards of Elections to administer the August primary.  It has passed through both the House and the Senate in the beginning of June and should be delivered to the Governor soon.  

The General Assembly is now in summer recess.  It is anticipated that the recess will continue until after the November Election, however, there is a date in September for the House to meet and two dates in September for the Senate to meet.  

HB 422 (Unpaid city water/sewer/disposal fees) – There are concerns about the new requirements set forth in this bill for County Treasurers.  They have had conversations with the bill’s sponsor and he is willing to work with the CTAO.  Julia and Kevin are requesting Chairman Talarek and President Zumbar appoint a sub-committee to meet with Rep. Fraizer to voice the concerns and work on the clarifications of the language.  Discussions held amongst the LC.  Opposition voiced by multiple treasurers.  It is anticipated that this bill will move during Lame Duck since it moved very quickly through the House.  Further discussion held.  Chairman Talarek appointed Treasurer Welton to Chair the sub-committee.  Other members of the Committee were not appointed during the meeting.  

HB 566 (Vacant property) – This bill was reviewed with the LC at Spring Conference.  The Sponsors of the bill have been in contact with the CAAO.  The CAAO is now in support of the bill since the changes requested have been made.  CTAO has not taken a position on this yet.  A motion was made by Treasurer Cromes to support the bill.  The motion was seconded by Treasurer Stidham.  Motion passed unanimously.  

HB 677 (Tax Levy Information)  This bill would require the Auditor to send additional information to the residents regarding upcoming proposed property and income tax levies. The Auditor would be required to send out this information at least 60 days prior to the election.   This bill had the first hearing while CTAO conference was held.  CAAO has not taken a formal position on this bill yet but they are likely to be opposed based upon the extra work that would be required by the Auditor.  This would be in addition to the requirement to publish the same information in the newspaper.  Discussions held.  Motion made by Treasurer Stidham to monitor the bill.  Treasurer Maki-Cliff seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

SB 15 (Fiscal Officers) – It was delivered to the Governor on June 8, 2022.  It is expected to be signed this week.  

SB 112 (Broad Land Bank Reform) – The Land Bank Association has provided a list of proposed amendments to the LC regarding this bill.  Motion to support the changes as proposed by the Land Bank Association made by Treasurer Rankey.  Treasurer Lamancusa seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

SB 193 (Utilities) – This bill is the opposite of HB 422 by prohibiting local subdivisions from placing a lien on property for unpaid water charges.  Every Local Government and water authority opposes this bill.  It is not anticipated that this bill will move in Lame Duck.  No position taken by the LC.

[bookmark: _Hlk106186187]SB 349 (Property Transfer Tax) – This bill was introduced by Senator Schuring.  This bill allows local governments to assess a property transfer tax of twenty (20) cents per $100 property value fee that would go into a fund that would be used by the land bank associated with that local government jurisdiction.  The Land Bank Association is not pursuing this bill.  The County Treasurer has a requirement to direct this money to the local governments.   Motion to monitor the bill made by Treasurer Stidham.  Treasurer Brooks Sullivan seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

SB 334 (Foreclosure Sales) – Senator Blessing introduced this bill.  This bill allows tenants the first right of refusal to purchase the residential property during a foreclosure.  It is not anticipated that this bill will move forward.  Motion to monitor the bill made by Treasurer Brooks Sullivan.  Treasurer Stidham seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Old Business

No old business presented.  

New Business
Treasurer Stidham advised the LC that he has had conversations with his local legislator and he would like to seek legislation that would allow a County Treasurer to provide an ability for the tax payer to opt out of a physical bill.  This legislation would not require a treasurer to provide that service, however, it would give the Treasurer the option.  After discussions with his legislator, his legislator is willing to propose such legislation.  Treasurer Stidham advised that he would work with Kevin and Julia to ensure the language is appropriate for all treasurers.  He brings this before the LC for the purpose of feedback and to ensure that all are comfortable with such legislation.  Discussions held.  It was proposed that a subcommittee should be formed to oversee this legislation.  No committee was appointed during the meeting.  

Chairman Talarek noted that there will be no meeting in July.  

Treasurer Elick moved to adjourn. Treasurer Smarra seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:25 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
